
      
 
October 16, 2020 

 

Dear Gatherers Around Our Common Table, 

 

Your spiritual community needs your help.  

 

We have had an extraordinary year. On January 1 we officially became The Common Table – a 

spiritual movement birthed out of Lutheran Church of the Messiah. We entered this new journey 

with our newly called pastor in Rev. Josh Linman and with the multi-talented Kyle Bynum in a role 

of music and communications. But most importantly, we began the year with a compelling mission, 

clear values, courage, and unshakeable hope. Together we were convinced this new congregation 

was birthed by the life-giving Spirit of God. Everything was set for an exciting public launch on 

Easter Sunday, April 12th.  

 

 A global pandemic then engulfed us; it changed everything. As health mandates drove all of us into 

stay-at-home and physical distancing protocols, we immediately adjusted with online worship. We 

have celebrated Holy Communion weekly. We have reimagined how we could continue to create 

community, reach out to others, and continue to care for each other. We have also recently begun 

outdoor worship gatherings once a month, with physical distancing guidelines in place. Our Table 

Group model closely resembles the New Testament church in fostering formation, community, and 

mission among us all. In these uniquely challenging times, some chose to leave, but God’s Spirit has 

led new persons into our community.  

 

What is truly remarkable about this year is our choosing to do some things the Messiah Church in 

its last years could not do. That included significant outreach beyond our doors:  

 

• We continue to serve and feed the marginalized and homeless at Hagar’s House.  

• We have provided healthy amounts of food and funding to the Decatur Emergency 

Assistance Ministry.  

• We have had an active role in advocating for justice in these troubled times.  

• We have taken seriously our part in being the church together by giving generously in 

mission support to Southeastern Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  

• But perhaps most astonishingly, we exceeded our goal for the Spark Hope Appeal. Already 

those funds have been deployed with life-giving impact for the poor in Haiti and in 

renovating Hagar’s House kitchen.  

• And, as we promised to be a people who cares about kids, a new children’s Table Group is 

starting this month. 

 



Entering into the final quarter of this first year, we have critical funding needs for our shared 

mission. This is where you can help. Under the banner of “Betting on Hope,” we ask that each of us 

participate in a generosity appeal. A Betting on Hope commitment card is enclosed with this letter. 

Please indicate your intentions of financial support for 2021. Response Sunday will be November 

15th. As you consider, could you please prayerfully entertain increasing your investment in our 

mission together?  

 

Also, as you are considering your intentions for next year, our congregation can use your generosity 

as we close out this current year. In addition to your normal giving, maybe you have some funds in 

a “rainy day” account. Well, we have a rainy day!  

 

Sometime in 2021, we are told, the landscape will change. A vaccine could come. COVID-19 may 

fade. We might be able to gather around table groups and worship in person. We will grow and 

have a greater impact. In the meantime, we must bet on hope – hope in each other’s generosity, 

hope in a new future, and hope in a crucified and risen Lord for whom nothing is impossible.   

 

Your fellow sojourners at the table, 

 

Adam Annis-Brown and Rick Barger 


