
November 15, 2019 
 
Dear Messiah family and friends, 
 
I accepted God’s call to partner with you as the pastor at Messiah because I saw in you the glimmer of 
a church community that believed so fully in the promises of the Risen Jesus that you were willing to 
put everything on the table to extend the reach of God’s kingdom on earth. Extending the reach of 
God’s kingdom is really what fostering wholeness and joy is all about: embodying the hope-filled reality 
of God’s kingdom in a fear-riddled and fragmented world.   
 
While accomplishing all this is no small endeavor, this is also not a new pursuit for our church. When I 
was moving into my office a few months ago, I found a framed note from November 1934. It was 
Pastor James Rikard’s annual report for the 2-year-old Lutheran Church of the Messiah. It read:  
 

“Another year of opportunities for service in God’s kingdom has passed, during which  God bestowed 
upon us countless blessings. We, for our part, availed ourselves of some of those opportunities and 
have made progress. But as your pastor I would prove false both to you and to myself, should I 
permit you to bask in the light of the past. We must bend all of our efforts towards accomplishing 
more for God’s work here in Atlanta. If everyone will do his or her part - faithfully, loyally, lovingly - 
then, when another year shall have passed…we shall be able to look back upon it with a worthwhile 
joy and lift up our hearts in thanksgiving...”  

 
There has been something in the DNA of this congregation from early on that longs for Kingdom 
impact. It’s what led Messiah to relocate to Decatur in the 1940s and provide a spiritual home for so 
many over the years. It’s what urged a group from Messiah to help start Hagar’s House as a shelter for 
homeless women and children. It’s what drove a group to make sandwiches for folks who didn’t 
receive their Meals on Wheels over the weekends.  
 
While Decatur has grown and found much prosperity over the last 75 years, there are still people in 
this community that need to experience the wholeness and joy of God’s kingdom: 
 

• Down the street, at Clairemont Elementary, 28% of the kids are on free or reduced-cost lunch.  

• 3 minutes away, in downtown Decatur, homeless families fill up Decatur Cooperative 
Ministries’ emergency shelter and temporary housing facilities.  

• Less than 5 miles away, in Clarkston and the surrounding area, many refugee families are in 
need of partners to walk alongside them as they adjust to life in a new country.  

• And then there are the needs, all around us, that aren’t so visible: people looking for 
community and belonging, for purpose, for a connection to joy and peace that transcends the 
chaos of our time.  

 
I’m thankful for the kingdom-extending, city-transforming heritage that has been part of Messiah for 
so long and I’m hungry for the chance to add to that legacy as we move into 2020…which is where you 
come in! 



This next year promises to be a transformative one in the story of God’s work in and through The 
Lutheran Church of the Messiah in Decatur and I want to invite you to partner with us to continue that 
kingdom work by supporting Messiah in 2020 with your prayers, abilities, and financial resources. 
 
As I’ve spent time listening to people in the Messiah community and to the wider community of 
Decatur, I hear a yearning for an inclusive, progressive, Jesus-focused, mission-oriented church and I 
believe God has been positioning us to fill that need.  
 
There are many things the leader of Messiah feel God is calling us to accomplish in 2020 but they fall 
into 3 key areas: Discipleship + Mission (focusing on spiritual renewal, small groups, and service to the 
community), hospitality (creating a warm welcome for all people), and resources (investing in our 
building and financial health). We want to encourage all of you to choose one area to align with in the 
coming year. Some of the specific projects we will undertake are: 
 

• Launching with a new name and mission statement (to be announced December 1) 

• Growing small groups that share life and serve together 

• Stepping up our hospitality and inclusive welcome on Sundays and anytime we gather together 

• Increasing our commitment to provide meals for Hagar’s House 

• Offering nursery and children’s ministry opportunities  

• Taking action to walk alongside one or two refugee families  

• Updating the audio-visual system and seating in the sanctuary  

• Exploring a capital campaign to fund needed roof repairs and parking lot maintenance  

• Providing opportunities to connect in intergenerational community  

• Serving our middle school youth with confirmation and a summer trip 

• Hiring a Worship Arts and Communications Director 
 
This might seem like a lot to accomplish, but we want to be a church community that lives and leans on 
the prayer from Ephesians 3:20: “Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work 
within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or imagine.” 
 
 
Whether you give to Messiah on a regular basis, or just attend on occasion, we’re asking you to 
consider pledging your support in 2020. We are better together and with our prayers, abilities, and 
financial resources combined, we believe we can partner with God to extend the kingdom that much 
farther in 2020. Please read over the enclosed Estimate of Giving card and consider how God might 
be inviting you to partner with us in 2020. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Pastor Josh Linman 
 


